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Rape reported on campus; sixth report of semester
Playing a game
in their shoes
STUDENT
CULTURE
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ANDREA FRAINIER and MATTHEW KIMEL
Staff Writers

The sixth reported rape case at
SJSU of the Fall semester was filed
on Oct. 24, according to the University Police Department media log.
The latest report occurred on the sixth floor of Campus Village Building
C, according to two of the reported
victim’s roommates.

“She brought up two guys, and she
didn’t know them,” said one of the reported victim’s freshman roommates.
The roommates said the two men
were first brought into their suite
by the reported victim around 9 or
10 p.m. on Oct. 22, and the incident occurred around midnight or
1 a.m. on Oct. 23.
“We were (present), but we didn’t

hear anything,” said one of the roommates who was informed of the incident at the UPD station the next day.
UPD Sgt. Mike Santos said there
have been no found links to any of the
six reports this semester.
“The main connection,” he said, “is
that all but one are alcohol-related and
have occurred in the dorms.”
Santos said the case is still under inves-

Students take a ‘drunken’ test drive
on Paseo de Cesar Chavez, and fail

tigation and no arrests have been made.
Meeghan Harrington, resident life
coordinator in Campus Village Building C, said she was not allowed to comment on the situation that occurred in
her building. She said University Housing Community Relations Coordinator Kevina Brown was the spokesper-
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Kinesiology staff
and students
protest conditions
in Spartan Complex
DANIELLE TORRALBA
Staff Writer

Dreamy play
goes off
with a Big Bang
HIGH
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Astrid Shapiro, a nutrition graduate student, takes a DUI simulation test
MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
on Monday at Paseo de Cesar Chavez. With a simulated blood-alcohol content
of 0.17 percent, Shapiro received five traffic violations and a DUI before crashing.
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An SJSU student sat in a car, put
on a pair of virtual reality goggles and
drove under the influence of alcohol
on the Paseo de Cesar Chavez.
“I was given nine drinks in one
hour, and it was very difficult to drive,” said Stacey Sargent, a junior child
development major. “I had no control, so it’s definitely scary.”
The car was hooked to a virtual
reality program as part of an event

hosted by SJSU Wellness and Health
Promotion to reinforce awareness of
drunken driving.
“This time we want students to
actually get into a real car and see
what it would be like to drive under
the influence,” said Jennifer GacutanGalang, Wellness and Health Promotion coordinator.
With the support of the Student
Health Center, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Committee and the
Office of Traffic Safety, Wellness and

Health Promotion was able to bring a
DUI simulator to the SJSU campus for
the first time, Gacutan-Galang said.
Jeff Lukaart, a facilitator of the
program used during the simulation,
said the sensors in the gas pedal, in
the brake pedal and under the tires
were connected to the computer. The
program calculated a student’s blood
alcohol content based on a student’s
age, gender and body weight.

DUIpage2

No air conditioning, electricity hazards, inadequate heating, leaking roofs,
lack of sufficient disability access and
ceiling tiles falling on people are only a
few of the concerns of the students, faculty and staff in the Spartan Complex.
On Monday morning, kinesiology
students tried to bring attention to the
conditions of the kinesiology department by protesting the conditions in
the Spartan Complex, where the department is located
“The learning environment is compromised by the facility,” said Nancy
Megginson, a kinesiology professor
and director of the Adapted Physical
Activities Club. “We have been on the
list for renovation for years, but never
high enough.”
Spartan Complex was built in the
1920s and expanded in the 1960s. The
building still operates with the same
mechanical and electrical infrastructure that was built into it, said Tony
Valenzuela, associate president of facilities development and operations.
“In the last six years, a $4 million
‘Band-Aid’ was put on the basic cosmetic look of the building but not to
the mechanical and electrical infrastructure,” Valenzuela said.
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“In 1994, there was a measure
that the whole SJSU faculty voted
on to renovate the kinesiology department and nothing ended up
happening,” said protester Cynequa Caldwell, a senior adapted
physical education major.
With the current conditions
of the department’s facilities, Valenzuela explained the situation
of the department and that work
is being done.
“The Legislature has to put
it on the ballot. If anything, the
students should be picketing Sacramento,” he said. “We’ve done a
lot of work with the chair of the
department and dean and bringing folks along to let them know
the condition of the building. We
sympathize with students, but
bottom line is when legislatures
don’t approve the funding, our
hands are tied.”
Last year, the pool located in

Complaints include heat and overflowing pool
the building overflowed three
times, said Shirley Reekie, the kinesiology department chair.
“The nearest room to the pool
is the computer lab, and that
has already been flooded by the
pool, along with faculty offices
as well as classrooms,” she said.
“The worst flood was when it
went into all of those rooms. It
is major when we have roof leaks
because when it rains, we have to
move equipment where we think
it won’t get leaked on.”
Wheelchair accessibility is another big issue in the kinesiology
department, Reekie said.
Throughout the department,
there are a total of two wheelchair lift accesses. The third floor
of the Spartan Complex has been
closed down because it lacked
accessibility.
“The wheelchair lift lever at
the pool breaks all the time,” said

Jill Garcia, a senior kinesiology
major with an adapted physical
activity concentration and secretary for the Adapted Physical
Activity club.
“There is a doorway where it is
not accessible for wheelchairs because of the bar between the two
doors. It enables the doors to open
wider. We should bring the building up to par because we are unable to accommodate needs,” said
Jessica Murray, a senior kinesiology major with an APA concentration and a member of the club.
The kinesiology department
is one of three departments that
lack air conditioning, Megginson
said. With heating and cooling
issues and hardly any ventilation
through the department, she said
that temperatures have reached
92 degrees inside classrooms.
With several portable fans
blowing in the athletic training

room, Brannon Plandor, a senior
athletic training major, described
his environment in the building.
“The (athletic training) room
is hot and it’s winter. Imagine
what it is like in the summer,”
he said.
“We have had classes cancelled at the beginning of this
semester because it was too hot
to be inside the classroom,” said
Nina Chubrikova, a senior athletic training major.
Reekie said she is the fifth
chair who has tried to change the
bond measure promise.
“Most departments have fiveyear reviews, and our last two
reviews have said we have the
best faculty with the worst facility in kinesiology in the entire
CSU system,” Reekie said. “The
general inability of the building
fails to serve our current academic needs.”

DUI Student: ‘It didn’t take me very long to crash into a pole’
The program also allowed facilitators to create scenarios by
randomly selecting the number of
drinks, the length of drinking time
and the environment, he said.
“We can choose from one
drink to 24 drinks, from one hour
to eight hours and from 25 different settings among countryside,
suburban and city,” Lukaart said.
Mickey Rhodes, a junior television, radio, film and theatre
major, said he started on the right
side of the road in a city setting
and had 11 drinks in one hour.
“It didn’t take me very long to
crash into a pole,” he said.
Eric Medeiros, a sophomore

television, radio, film and theatre
major, said the simulation and
interaction of this event were the
best ways to teach people.
“When you were little, you
would go to the Exploratorium,”
he said. “You would have the
best time and you would learn so
much at the same time.”
The DUI simulator was not
the only feature at the event. As
part of the effort to create an allaround package to raise alcohol
awareness, Gacutan-Galang said
there were three stations before
the DUI simulator: Question
Wheel, Jeopardy and Fatal Vision Goggles.
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International Youth
Fellowship Bible
Conference: “The
Secret of Forgiveness of Sins and
Being Born Again”

7:30 p.m., Monday to Thursday,
at the IYF San Jose Center,
1548 Curtner Ave.
Contact Ricardo at 509-9549.

Scholastic Book Fair
Students, faculty and staff are
invited to stop by and purchase
books for children. They make
wonderful presents while also
giving children knowledge at the
same time. The reading levels of
the books will range from one to six
years of age. The price range will
be from about $6 to $15 per book.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Nov. 3 to 7, in
the Associated Students Child
Development Center.

Contact the Associated
Students Child Development
Center at (408) 924-6988.

Student Showcase
Hour

12 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music
Building Concert Hall.
Contact Professor Joan Stubbe
at 924-4649.

Free Lunch Every
Tuesday for San
Jose Students
The San Jose Institute of Religion,
sponsored by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, invites
students to lunch every Tuesday.
12 p.m. at 66 S. 7th Street,
adjacent to SJSU.
Contact Brother Bohn at sanjoseca@ldsces.org, 286-3313 or
www.ldsces.org/sanjose

Students first answered alcohol-related questions in Question
Wheel and Jeopardy, and then
wore the Fatal Vision Goggles and
attempted to walk straight along a
strip of blue tape on the ground.
Natasha Walls, a Student Health
Center peer health educator and a
volunteer at the event, said students often read all the questions
in the Jeopardy, chose the ones
they thought they knew and learned new information if they answered those questions wrong.
After completing each station, students received a stamp on
a yellow raffle ticket. Students
submitted their completed tik-

kets of four stamps to the staff for
a chance to win prizes provided
by the University Police Department, such as an iPod Shuffle, a
$25 Gold Point card or a $5 Gold
Point card.
Collecting the raffle tickets is
a way for the staff to see the number of students who participated,
Gacutan-Galang said.
“Depending on how many of
these we actually get, we may be
able to have the event again next
semester,” she said.
The event was held in conjunction with the National Collegiate
Alcohol Awareness Week, which
was from Oct. 19 to 25, she said.

2008

RAPE

Housing rep calls number of
rape reports ‘unusually high’;
escort program in the works
son for the situation.
Brown said she could not
comment on the situation and
anything that “regards to sexual
assault should be deferred to
University Police.”
Brown, however, said efforts
are being made to make sure
the assaults don’t continue.
“I would suggest (students)
use a buddy system and have
someone with them at all times,”
Brown said. “We’re really trying
to get the word out that students
should protect themselves.”
Santos said a safety alert was
sent to housing after the third
or fourth report was taken for
students to become “aware of
what’s going on around them.”
Students in Building C were
not given a direct notice of the
safety alert.
The alert has been posted
on a bulletin board and within
the elevators.
“I saw some in the elevators,” said one of the reported victim’s roommates, “but
there’s not any in the dorm’s
hallways or stuff like that.”
Brown said the recent assaults are not “far out of the ordinary from what we have seen
in the past.”
“It’s an unusually high number,” she said. “I don’t know if I
would say it alarms me, but we
want to do anything we can do to
make sure it doesn’t continue.”

Julianne Aiello, an undeclared freshman and resident of
Building C, said she didn’t see
the safety alert, but she said she
feels safe on campus, especially
in the building.
Dan Shively, a junior psychology major, said he wasn’t
aware of the Oct. 24 incident.
“I’m pretty sure most people
heard about it though,” he said.

“We’re really trying
to get the word
out that students
should protect
themselves.”
KEVINA BROWN

Housing Services representative

“It’s being talked about a lot,
being safe and whatnot.”
Even though Building C is a
dry building, where alcohol is
prohibited, Shively said there
have been incidents of people
abusing this policy. He said he
doesn’t think the situation is
out of control.
Shively said students from
Campus Village are thinking
about starting an escort program in which students could
call resident advisers to walk
them to and from the dorms.

EVENTS CALENDAR
4:30 p.m. in the Student Union,
Almaden Room.
Contact Justin Joyce at 6778681 or sjsuzenbuddhism@
yahoo.com

Global Studies Club
Join the Global Studies Club for a
regular meeting.
6:15 to 8 p.m. in Clark Hall,
room 116.
Contact Ryan at gsc.sjsu.gmail.
com

School of Art &
Design Gallery
Openings
6 to 7:30 p.m. located at each
gallery in the Art Building and
the Industrial Studies Building.
Contact Ace Antazo at SJSU_
Galleries@yahoo.com

Zen Meditation

International Youth
Fellowship

Weekly meditation sessions and
talks on Buddhism; come still the
mind.

Topic: “The Secret of Forgiveness
of Sins and Being Born Again.”
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Stu-

dent Union, Guadalupe Room.
Contact Ricardo Godinez at
509-9549.
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WEDNESDAY

Midweek Mix-up
Music in the Union, featuring
acoustic alternative rock music
from Ehren Ebbage.
12 p.m. in the Student Union
Amphitheatre.
For more information, call
924-6269 or e-mail events@
as.sjsu.edu

SLIS Colloquium
Series
Jennifer Devlin of EHDD Architecture, San Francisco, will speak on
the topic of “Beacons of Sustainability: Libraries Meeting the 2030
Challenge to Carbon Neutrality.” All
are welcome to attend.
12 to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall,
room 304.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working days before the desired publication date.
Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.
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Contact Marcia Laughrey at
924-2490 or laughrey@slis.
sjsu.edu

Delta Zeta Breakfast
for Dinner
All you can eat pancakes, bacon,
etc. for $5 at the door.
6-9pm at the Delta Zeta House.
Contact Natalie Minnis at
queen_of_harts12@yahoo.
com

Intramural Softball
Sign Ups
Students who want to participate
in the Campus Recreation Softball
Intramurals need to sign their
team up online at as.sjsu.edu/
ascr by 11:59 p.m. on Nov. 5. The
cost to sign up is $24 per team.
Intramural Softball teams include
men’s teams, women’s teams and
IFC divisions.
Contact Campus Recreation at
408-924-6218 or e-mail rpatchett@as.sjsu.edu

SJspirit Meeting
Learn about this progressive and
fully inclusive Christian organization on campus.
5 p.m. at St. Paul’s church on the
corner of 10th and San Salvador.
Contact Kelsey Mac at kelsey@
sjspirit.org

Free LDS Religion
Class for Everyone
Come join us at the San Jose
Institute of Religion sponsored by
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints.
7 to 8 p.m. at 66 S. 7th St.,
adjacent to SJSU
Contact Brother Bohn at sanjoseca@ldsces.org, 286-3313 or
www.ldsces.org/sanjose

News

3

theSpartanDaily.com

04

2008

TUESDAYNOVEMBER

Campus Recreation takes students on a hike through Big Basin
CORINNE SPECKERT
Staff Writer

Students hiked the steep trails
of Big Basin on Sunday and although the rain kept more than
half of them from attending,
those who did turn out got a
learning experience and a workout exploring the Santa Cruz
Mountains, said Ivan Ledesma, a
junior civil engineering major.
“The hike was really nice. Most
of the time it seemed like it was
steep, but it was good exercise and
a good view,” Ledesma said. “We
saw a couple animals and then we
saw the waterfalls, which were the
highlight of the trip.”
Twenty-six students were reg-

istered to attend the 10.5-mile
hike from Big Basin to Barry
Falls, said Kristine Kirkendall,
assistant director of fitness, in a
phone interview. But because of
uncertain weather, less than half
of the expected students turned
out, Ledesma said.
“It had been raining the night
before so everyone thought it
would rain again. The rain, it kind
of discouraged people from going,”
he said. “(But) I thought it was a
great trip. It was just a small group
of 10, so I met everyone and you
got to know the other students.”
The hike was made available
through an Associated Students
Campus Recreation program

called Outdoor Adventures. The
program gives students and faculty a chance to explore different
outdoor sports such as white water rafting, snorkeling and shopping, Kirkendall said.
Kirkendall said along with
these adventures, she always
tries to add an educational component. With the hiking trip, students learned how to purify water
from three different waterfalls.
“It was actually fairly simple,”
Ledesma said. “(The purifier)
was a little machine with a hose
connected to the main base. You
put in water, and put your water
bottle under it and purified water
would come out.”

Kirkendall said purifying water is a good trade to know.
“You really can’t carry enough
water to keep you (hydrated) at
the same time. It’s just too heavy,”
she said. “A lot of it is awareness
that it’s really not safe to drink
that water. There could be animal
scat (in it).”
Although the program has
been successful with large turnouts this semester, Kirkendall
said the program didn’t have
much success in the past.
“We had (the program) a few
years ago, but it fell off and started again in Fall ’07,” she said. “I
think (participation) is getting
a lot better compared to last se-

mester. We’ve struggled sometimes to get the word out, but
this semester nearly all events
have been filled to capacity.”
In attempts to draw in more
students, Associated Students
advertised the program around
campus through posters, banners and the Internet to contact
students via Facebook and MySpace, said Bradyn Blower, a marketing associate of A.S.
“We also target housing students through posters and the
Campus Village digital screens in
order to give students an opportunity to get out of their rooms,”
said Clifton Gold, the A.S. marketing and events coordinator.

Kirkendall said one of the
goals of the program is to get
students and faculty outside to
explore the land.
“It’s always an adventure,” she
said. “I think students and faculty really need to take the time to
get out there and just really enjoy
the area. It’s a wonderful way for
faculty, students and staff to get
to know one another and have an
experience outdoors. There are
always things that challenge students and that’s our goal.”
Some of the trips Outdoor Adventures program has planned for
next semester include a backpacking trip and a two-day camping
trip to Yosemite, Kirkendall said.

College of Business hires two local execs as first ‘executives-in-residence’
KELLY ENOS
Staff Writer

Two former local executives
will be lending their expertise to the College of Business
with marketing and recruitment.
Melissa Dyrdahl, an SJSU alumna and former Adobe Corporations senior vice president, and
Oliver Yu, an SJSU professor
and former SRI International executive, have been appointed the
first executives-in-residence for
the College of Business.
Pat Lopes Harris, a media relations specialist for SJSU, said
the purpose of the program was
to provide resources to students
and faculty.
“The program will increase visibility for the College of Business
and will attract more resources

and this is very important to
Dean David M. Steele,” she said.
“It will help students and faculty
get ahead and will prepare them
to work in Silicon Valley.”
Dyrdahl said she will focus
her effort on developing a strategy to enhance the marketing
and positioning of the College of
Business in the Silicon Valley.
“This will include, initially, revamping the College of Business
Web site, creating a brand strategy for it and the MBA program
that clearly communicates our
differentiators in the market and
developing a plan to ensure students in Bay Area high schools
and community colleges are
aware of all that we have to offer,”
she said in an e-mail.
Yu said his focus will be on

outreach and developing relations
with East Asia, specifically China,
Taiwan, Japan and South Korea.
“This program will enhance
the College of Business reputation worldwide and attract resources and gain the resources
and money we need overseas and
can even concentrate on having
programs, short-term courses for
students,” he said.
Lopes Harris said programs
like executives-in-residence are
pretty common among most college campuses. The purpose is
to bring in a well-known expert
and to have expertise help teach
within the school.
Dyrdahl said her presence on
campus will be limited, but she
hopes to bring something new
to campus.

“I will have an office in the
Boccardo Business Center and
plan to be on campus one day a
week,” she said. “I look forward
to meeting with students to hear
their thoughts on how I can make
an impact in my new role.”
Yu said his impact will be more
focused on external courses and
will have exchange programs to
bring foreign students to SJSU and
to let SJSU students go overseas.
Students at SJSU who are interested in going overseas will also be
impacted by the Yu’s presence.
Two executives were brought
in because of their experience in
the business world.
“I was excited that David
Steele brought such a depth and
breadth of business experience to
the job, not to mention many in-

CAMPUSIMAGES
IMAGES

novative ideas for new initiatives
and programs that will benefit
the college,” Dyrdahl said. “In
the newly created executive-inresidence role, Dean Steele has
tapped executives with 20-plus
years of experience to help advance some of these initiatives
where currently there isn’t staff
to support them.”
Yu said his reason was simple.
“My experience was the main
reason I was brought into the
program,” Yu said.
Dyrdahl said she feels the program is a huge step in the right
direction because it will bring resources to Silicon Valley and SJSU.
“Like many SJSU students, I
was the first in my family to go
to college,” she said. “And, like
many students, I worked full

time while going to school. I
can relate to what our students
are challenged by, and I can —
I hope — be a mentor and role
model as a woman who was a
successful executive in the technology business.”

Left: Oliver Yu
Courtesy of the U.S-China
Green Energy Council
Right: Melissa Dyrdahl
Courtesy of CXO News / L10NBridge

NOTICE
The story “Haunted hip-hop
hits Sports Club Aerobic Room”
from Nov. 3 implied that the reporter was on-site when covering
the story. All of the reporting was
done through phone interviews.
The Spartan Daily regrets this
misrepresentation.

Matt Araujo, a freshman industrial design major and member of the Longboarding Club at SJSU,
MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
rides through the Fourth Street Garage on Oct. 22. The club was recently chartered as an official club
on campus and meets every Wednesday at 10 p.m. in the Campus Village Quad before riding through campus.
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A chance for everyone to play ball
Disability Sports Expo encourages individuals to try out wheelchair basketball and other adaptive sports
JON XAVIER
Staff Writer

When the sport of wheelchair basketball began in the
1940s, the wheelchairs were 60
pounds and had the big wheels
in the front and the small ones
in the back, making them hard
to maneuver, said U.S. Paralympics coach Paul Jackson. Today’s
sport wheelchairs are nearly 40
pounds lighter, with two big
wheels and three smaller ones
that let the chair turn on a dime
even at high speeds.
The sport is still tough.
“It was very difficult,” said
Suzanne Chancey, a junior
kinesiology major. “I’ve played
basketball for 12 years of my life
and I tried to make a shot and I
airballed. It’s a whole different
thing.”
“When the students see the
highest level of the game, they
think it’s really easy. But then
we put the students in the chair,
and they find out it’s not that
easy,” Jackson said.
Chancey was one of more
than 40 people who braved
the rain Monday night for the
Disability Sports Expo at Spartan Complex, an annual event
that seeks to introduce adaptive
sports to those who might not
otherwise be exposed to them.
“It’s for folks with and without disabilities,” said Nancy
Megginson, director of adaptive
physical activity in the kinesiology department.
“We just want everybody to
come and experience the joy

that we’ve developed as a result
of this course, as well as learn
more about a particular sport, so
if they see it on ESPN2, they’ll
say, ‘Hey, I know what that is,”
Megginson said.
Monday’s expo was the ninth,
and included hands-on demonstrations of seven sports, many
of them designed for people in
wheelchairs.

“I’ve played
basketball for 12
years of my life and
I tried to make a
shot and I airballed.
It’s a whole
different thing.”
SUZANNE CHANCEY
junior kinesiology major

In addition to basketball,
there were in situ versions of volleyball, rugby and tai chi.
After each demonstration,
spectators in the audience were
encouraged to come down to the
floor and participate.
One sport, called “goal ball,”
was designed for people with
visual disabilities. Participants
are blindfolded and take turns
rolling a special bell-filled ball at
each other.
The object of the game is
to score on the other team and
block their shots, all without ever
seeing the ball, the other team,

their teammates or the playing
field.
“It was really hard,” said Joe
Pedalino, a freshman business
and marketing major who tried
the sport. “It really teaches you
what senses you really need. Not
having eyes, you have to concentrate on hearing everything;
you have to really focus on what
you’re trying to do. … When
(the ball) gets really fast, you
can’t even hear the bell in it.”
“It’s pretty awesome,” said
John Pang, a senior kinesiology
major who was helping with the
event for the first time. “You get
to be informed about different
sports for disabled people. … It’s
an eye opener.
“You think normally a person with a disability wouldn’t
be able to participate in an
activity like basketball or
volleyball … but it shows that
they can,” Pang said.
That’s something that’s becoming more important, Pang
said, because with the war in
Iraq, more and more people are
coming home with disabilities
that preclude them from traditional sports.
Coach Jackson agreed, saying
that, unfortunately, war times
are a “recruiting frenzy” for
disabled sports.
“If I lost my legs, I thought
it would be the end of the
world,” Pang said. “But if I
knew that there was wheelchair
basketball, I would do that, and
that would (let me be) more involved with sport.”

SJSU beats SJSU alumni
MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
Don Jones, an adaptive physical activity program alumnus,
takes a shot against Overfelt High School senior Ernest Guerrero
during a wheelchair basketball game in the Spartan Complex on Monday.
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STEFAN ARMIJO / Contributing Photographer
Pitcher Steve Connolly, an SJSU graduate student, bats
during Sunday’s annual exhibition baseball game between the Spartans and a team of
SJSU alumni at Blethen Field. The game ended with SJSU beating the alumni 9-0.
The current Spartans blew the game open with a six-run eighth inning. Center fielder
Jason Martin and second baseman Karson Klauer each went 2-for-3 with two RBIs.
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PLAY REVIEW: ‘SPLITTING INFINITY’

Young Leigh (Christine Sage Behrens)
searches the stars with Young Saul (Kevin
Dedes).

DINA BASLAN
Features Editor

By “Splitting Infinity,” Leigh
Sangold, a Nobel Prize-winning
astrophysicist and professor,
dreams of tracking the beginning
of time, the Big Bang, and, in doing so, unravels mysteries of the
world. Her complex scientific research, however, leads her trickling down the clash of religion
and science.
Written by Jamie Pachino and
directed by Kirsten Brandt, the
play “Splitting Infinity,” which is
showing at the San Jose Repertory Theatre, passionately translates the complexity of human
desire and the basic need for
love in the light of the bigger

Leigh Sangold (Amy Resnick) celebrates her
birthday with Robbie March (Chad Deverman) in San Jose Rep’s West Coast Premiere of
“Splitting Infinity.”

controversy of personal faith.
The main character’s goal is
to use her scientific equations to
split infinity finally to stand onetrillionth of a second away from
the moment of creation.
Her hunger for knowledge is
painted through two stages of her
life: as a curious young adult seeking the skies for answers, which
actress Christine Sage Behrens
illustrates in a planetarium-looking setup on stage through most
of the play, and as an astrophysics professor played by actress
Amy Resnick, working on her
theories at her university office
in a setting built underneath
the planetarium.
The play shifts in time, high-

lighting moments of Leigh’s present and past to finally establish a
complete character standing before the audience with a history
justifying her present self.

Leigh refers to Saul
as a white dwarf,
a faint, small star,
as compared with
herself being the
supernova.
As the roles evolve from young
to old Leigh, stage directions add
to the dreamy atmosphere of the

play as a huge circle with glittering stars in its center rotates toward the dominant scene with
soft piano melodies playing in
the background.
There are two men in the play
who signify two paths in Leigh’s
life: her childhood friend Saul
Lieberman, played by actor Robert Yacko, the Rabbi who personifies the purity and strength
of the Jewish faith and whom
she seeks for redemption, and
Robbie March, played by actor
Chad Deverman, the post-doctoral student who challenges
her with his young spirit and
dares her to join him on a theory project that the whole world
is afraid to tackle — a theory

Passion ignites between Robbie March
(Chad Deverman) and Leigh Sangold (Amy
Resnick).
Photos courtesy of Bob Shomler

proving God does not exist.
Through the diversity of her
play’s characters, Pachino sheds
light on the sensitivity and
strength of every character, defining them in astrological terms.
Leigh refers to Saul as a white
dwarf, a faint, small star, as compared with herself being the supernova, a giant stellar explosion
in the sky.
In being the white dwarf,
however, Saul is a content and
simple man — he is well-focused
in matters of his beliefs and passions, whereas Leigh is the uncontrollable, luminous character
who delves into danger zones
simply because of her massive
energy and drive.

On her quest toward discovering the origins of life,
Leigh embarks on a journey of
self-discovery.
She is led down a path of a
new dimension by the unexpected events of her life that she
hadn’t fathomed before — a path
into the depth of her inner human being.
The play’s intense themes and
underlying meanings are universal, building relevance to virtually everybody.
The collaboration of a rich
script, a creatively imagined setting, a dynamic lighting effect
and a deeply indulged cast transcend altogether to a moving,
creative piece of art.
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Trying to revive a forgotten culture The election is almost over,
that has been scattered to the winds but what should come next?
DINA
BASLAN

FROM THE
CAUCASUS TO
THE WORLD
It is an early, quiet morning.
A man steps outside his luxurious home in the gated community
complex known as the English Village. In this upscale neighborhood where the red rooftops of his
neighbors’ fancy homes lie in an
oasis of greenery landscapes, it is
just another ordinary day.
Everything about the neighborhood suggests an urbanized Western aura — everything except for
this one man’s garden planted in
the shape of Kurdistan.
Despite the new Westernized
lifestyle that the wealthy Kurds are
materializing in their hometown
capital of Erbil, reported as one
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world, their sense
of nationalism still pounds with
a heart of its own. And as glistening hotels adorn the capital’s landscape, the traditional, homey tea
shops where old men sip on hot
tea and exchange stories of the past
still bustle with life.
Nestled in the heart of the Middle East’s raging conflict zone, the
semiautonomous Iraqi Kurdistan
Region is booming in prosperity,
unlike its neighboring nations.
New York Times photographer
John Wreford contrasts the lives of
the Kurds and Iraqis in one photo
caption, writing:
“So instead of repairing oil fields
and burying their dead, Iraqi Kurds
have been erecting shiny hotels,
opening amusement parks and trying to figure out how to lure tourists.”
The reason behind the flour-

ishing of this haven, in a country
suffering political unrest due to
the war, lies, expectedly, in mere
politics as the northern region of
Iraq was named a no-fly zone by
the United States in 1991 after the
first Gulf War, protecting Kurd civilians from plane missiles by the
Iraqi regime.
The Kurds, however, have survived a long history of division and
turmoil. The imagined Kurdistan
territory today is scattered across
five countries: Turkey, Iraq, Iran,
Syria and Armenia.
For a recovering economy, a nation requires strong, trusted leadership backed up by a population of
committed citizens who has a sense
of a shared belief, all living on one
land, sharing its resources and goods.
This phenomenon of a renovated Iraqi Kurdistan leaves wisps of
hope for other nations still struggling to subdue a history that has
orphaned them, taking their parents and their motherland.
The opposite of the Kurdish
situation is that of the Circassians.
Instead of remaining in their
lands after being subjugated by the
Russian colonial power, Circassians
had to leave their homeland, the
North Caucasus, in 1860, fleeing the
killing and burning of their villages.
Many, as a result, died through
famine, drowning or disease,
whereas the rest took refuge in
Turkey, Jordan, Syria, Israel and
the United States.
For the rest, though, many have
assimilated and intermarried in the
countries that have hosted them.
They became citizens, their men
served in the army and some have
even taken positions in the government, such as the parliament in
Jordan.
Even though it is perceived as

an advantage for some of the Circassian diaspora to live comfortably assimilated in their countries
of refuge nowadays, the situation
brings forth a challenge in the
matter of reviving a community in
their homeland again.
Professor and author John Colarusso explain in his article titled,
“Circassian Repatriation: When
Culture is Stronger than Politics”:
“The Soviet authorities readily
granted the International Cherkess
Council the right to have its members repatriated to their homeland.
Many areas in the northern Caucasus are under populated and under
developed.”
The three Circassian republics
that have been shaped in the recent history of the North Caucasus
exist as federal subjects of Russia,
and thus gaining equal representation in the Federal Council.
The question is if the assimilated diaspora will rise to the occasion after 144 years of living abroad
to all join in the land of their ancestors to build what the Russians
demolished four generations ago?
What kind of national commitment does that take, and will the
United States be involved as it was
with the Kurdish situation?
Colarusso, who is a scholar on
the history of the Caucasus, paints
a predicament drawn by his expertise. He writes:
“Nevertheless, the future promises to be both a demanding and exciting time for them. Given the idealism
and social skill which they have exhibited so far one can be forgiven for
being optimistic about their future.”
“From the Caucasus to the World”
appears every Tuesday. Dina
Baslan is the Spartan Daily
features editor.

CHRIS
BAUSINGER

PLAYING
THE ODDS
Hooray, it is Election Day. Wear that
“I voted” sticker with pride. Whoopee. You
possibly voted, are planning on voting later
today or have decided not to vote. Good, congratulations on participating in the democratic process. But now that the election is soon to
be over, what are you going to do?
Will you remove that McCain & Palin
sticker from your car’s bumper? Will you still
be wearing that “Obama for Change” T-shirt
in three months? Chances are that you will
lose all interest in politics until the next election — that is OK too.
Think about all the fun things that will
happen between now and the next time most
people in the United States turn out to vote
in the 2012 presidential election. You may get
the chance to see four more baseball teams
make it to the World Series. Possibly even
your team, Cubs fans.
By that time, California will have a new
governor; well at least we hope — hope for
that person not to be an actor/actress. Gavin
Newsom may still be the mayor of San Francisco and the heartthrob of middle-aged women
everywhere. But at least you can rejoice over
the reduction of political junk mail.
But let’s think short-term right now. What
about in the next three months?
Hello, holidays. There is Thanksgiving, the
second of the festive eating occasions, being
a little less than one month after most of us
swore off eating candy all together. And yet
we stuff our faces until we can’t manage another bite. At least no one phone banking for
a political party will be calling and interrupting the family feuding.
Unfortunately, before you find time to
take the election sign posts out of your lawn,
Christmas and other December holidays arrive, continuing the tradition of eating food
that isn’t good for us and overindulging on

Classiﬁeds
HOUSING
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
* One block from campus
* US and International Students
* Safe, Friendly, Homelike
* Intercultural Experience
* Wireless Internet Access
* Computer Lab/ Study Room
* Student Kitchen
* Assigned Parking (fees)
* One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse

EMPLOYMENT
ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC
CLUB seeking professional, selfmotivated and energetic individuals who demonstrate excellence in
customer service for the following
positions: member services desk,
cafe service, personal trainer, swim
teacher, child care provider, tennis
instructor. Please forward your resume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us.

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover
Shoppers needed to judge retail
and dining establishments. EXP.
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/
T positions available. Substitute
positions are also available that
offer ﬂexible hours. ECE units are
required for teacher positions but
not req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity for
Child Development majors. Please
call Shawna for an interview at 2476972 or fax resume to 248-7350.
STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the compay for students,
has part-time openings available
for customer sales/ service. The
positions offer numerous unique
beneﬁts for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
Earn income and gain experience!
Watch for us on-campus throughout
the semester, or CALL 866-1100
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu

SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn
up to $1200/month. California
Cryobank is seeking healthy males
for its sperm donor program. Apply
online at www.spermbank.com

AFTER
SCHOOL
TEACHERS

K-8th private school seeks responsible individuals for extended daycare, P/ T in the afternoon (2:306pm M-F). No ECE units required.
Previous experience with children
a must. Please call 248-2464.
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. Do it in
your spare time. www. GetPaidToThink.com
EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
HELP WANTED: Waitress/Waiter
for neighborhood Thai food restaurant located in San Jose near Los
Gatos. We have friendly customers (techies, local residents), warm
decor, and great food. Good tips
and nice management included.
Flexible hours, P/T. Familiarity with
Thai cuisine very helpful. Call Judy.
(408)691-2997

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts
(408)469-5999

VOLUNTEERS
YWCA-SV Volunteer For Project
Inspire After School Program. -Be a
tutor or a mentor! -Make a difference
at James Lick, Yerba Buena, Overfelt, or Andrew Hill High School. Interested candidates please contact:
Carolina Avalos, Volunteer Coordinator, at (408) 510-4281 or cavalos@ywca-sv.org

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when
making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending
money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms
offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1

2

3

4

RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

sweets until we convince ourselves to go
on diets.
What do you know? Just in time for New
Year’s, a time to make promises to yourself
that you most likely won’t keep, much like
the lofty promises of high school presidents
… or nationally elected ones, come to think
of it. But at least this gives you something to
look forward to, something other than election campaigns.
But just because the elections are coming to a close doesn’t meant you have to stop
being politically active. How about getting
involved in local elections or joining campus
political organizations? Just because the presidential elections are not around doesn’t mean
you can’t become informed.
You can become informed on anything
if you do some initial research — research
I hope people did about the propositions on
the ballot and the presidential candidates.
Becoming more informed can help with
things such as the calorie count of the syrup
and marshmallows used on candied yams,
the maximum number of light strands you
can string together on a Christmas tree and
the number of drinks that can be consumed
on New Year’s before you find Dick Clark
attractive.
So find something to get passionate about
and stick with it. Just remember that if your
political party didn’t win this election, say
what the Cubs fans have been saying since
1909: “There is always next season.”
“Playing the Odds” appears every Tuesday.
Chris Bausinger is a Spartan Daily copy editor.

☑
theSpartanDaily.com
POLL results

How are you voting
on Proposition 4, which would
require minors to notify a parent
and wait 48 hours before
receiving an abortion?

Yes: 41

No: 39
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America might be able to show its face to the world again
JASON
LE MIERE

Four years ago today, the front page
headline of one of the United Kingdom’s
most popular daily newspapers, The
Daily Mail, read, “How can 59,054,087
people be so DUMB.”
This brazen question summed up
the views of a large proportion of the
people in the U.K. to George W. Bush’s
re-election.
Four years on, and while a victory for
John McCain today would not produce
such a bold statement of disapproval and
ridicule as in 2004, the sentiment would
be similar.
There was a sense of disbelief at how
a nation of people could re-elect a man
who not only appeared too incompetent to run a convenience store, but had
led the country in to a war based on at
best faulty intelligence and had a cabinet whose ethics were questionable to
say the least. This was a feeling held not
only by a large percentage of Brits, but
by people throughout the world.
The reputation of the U.S. and the
American people abroad has been se-

verely damaged by Bush’s reign as president. Many of my American friends tell
me that when they go abroad, they display a Canadian flag on them at all times
to mask their true nationality; such is
the resentment to which they feel they
will be subjected.
It’s a great shame that the rest of the
world has this negative image of Americans, but it is perhaps a symptom of the
great divide between the American people. It is this divide that will show up in
the blue and red coloring of maps of the
U.S. that will be a constant presence on
television screens across the nation for
the next 24 hours.
In both the 2000 and 2004 elections,
a fundamental split emerged in the voting patterns of the nation. The states on
the East and West Coasts largely voted
Democrat, while the middle of the country was dominated by Republican votes.
Since moving here from Britain,
I have heard many Californians make the
claim, albeit half-heartedly, that they
think the state would be better off if
it were split from the rest of the nation and became autonomous. If this
voting divide continues, how long
will it be before there are more serious calls by the coastal states — California, New York, Massachusetts,
etc. — to have some kind of political

autonomy from Middle America?
Following the last election, a USC
student started a Web site, “Sorry Everybody,” which sought to apologize to
the world for the failure of Americans to
remove President Bush from office. The
Web site became immensely popular and
it illustrates how Democrat-voting Americans on the coasts felt about a decision
that was ultimately beyond their control.
The reason for this division in the
voting tendencies of Americans can
be put down to the different priorities
Americans have when voting for a candidate. A New York Times article after
the last election, “Moral Values Cited as

I wonder how many people
in California or New York
would cite moral issues
as the most important
factor in why they vote for
a presidential candidate.
a Defining Issue of the Election,” cited a
survey that showed moral issues to be
the most important factor for 80 percent
of people who voted for Bush.
I wonder how many people in
California or New York would cite

Would anyone choose to be gay?
JON
XAVIER

I’m going to do something a responsible journalist isn’t supposed
to do: I’m going to admit a bias.
I’ve never been able to understand how the proponents of
Proposition 8 can say that it has
nothing to do with discrimination.
But I’m trying. Since the proposition first started making headlines, I’ve been trying to reconcile
that claim with my own beliefs.
So far as I can tell, the Yes on 8
argument is grounded in the belief that homosexuality is a choice,
rather than an innate quality. This
allows it to do an end run around
critics who might say it amounts
to institutionalized discrimination. In essence, the argument is
Prop. 8 isn’t discriminatory because it simply places a prohibition on a certain behavior.
It’s like a law that says people
can’t park in a certain spot after
6 p.m. on weekdays. It’s not discriminatory against car owners
because they can simply choose
to park elsewhere. Just as that law
isn’t discriminatory against people who own cars, Prop. 8 isn’t
discriminatory against gays. Nobody is saying they can’t be gay.

Nobody is saying they can’t park
their cars here. They just can’t
marry their cars.
I seem to have lost my train of
thought.
Assuming sexual orientation
is a choice, let’s put aside whether
it’s the sort of choice that is so
dangerous it needs special legislation to regulate it. There’s something more fundamental here.
If being a gay is a choice, why
on earth would anyone choose to
be gay?

If being a gay
is a choice, why
on earth would
anyone choose
to be gay?
Regardless of your beliefs,
it’s undeniable that our society
makes it more difficult to be gay
than to be straight. Gay people
face challenges that most straight
people will never have to deal
with. How many straight people
will ever have to tell their parents
that they’ll probably never have
grandkids, for example?
Gay people also put themselves
at risk for crime. According to the
FBI, 1,512 people were victims
of crime solely because of their
sexual orientation in 2007. That

year, there were 1,460 incidents
of hate crimes against gay people.
Of these, five were murders. To
put that in perspective, there were
only nine murders in 2007 that
were considered hate crimes by
the FBI. The next largest category,
racial violence, only had two.
Perhaps because of these factors, depression is a major issue
for the homosexual community.
Thirty-three percent of gay teens
will attempt suicide, according
to a 1999 survey by the Centers
for Disease Control and the Massachusetts Department of Education. That’s four times as many as
their straight counterparts.
Faced with all these reasons
not to be gay, why would someone choose to be a member of an
oppressed minority?
It doesn’t make sense.
Unless the alternative is somehow worse. Unless not being gay
means lying to your family, your
friends and everyone you know.
Unless being straight means consigning yourself to a lifetime of
relationships with people you are
incapable of loving.
Unless not being gay, ultimately,
means denying yourself. Unless it
means being something you’re not.
Frankly, that doesn’t sound
like much of a choice to me.
Jon Xavier is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

moral issues as the most important factor in why they vote for a presidential
candidate.
What, I am sure, is meant by moral
issues is in fact religious issues. George
W. Bush is very openly and devoutly
Christian and often makes mention to
this in his policy speeches. Of course, he
is also anti-abortion, a huge vote-swayer
for other Christians.
Middle America has been dubbed
the Bible Belt of America, and it scares
me that people put so much stock in
religion when voting for a president.
Frankly, it scares me how prevalent religion is in politics generally in this country.
The separation of church and state
was one of the central factors that
drove the great wave of immigration to
America from Britain in the 17th century. Now, I look at the two countries and
there is no doubt which political system
allows religion to play a greater role
Former British Prime Minister Tony
Blair has only recently converted to
Catholicism, although he practiced his
faith in private for years during his time
in power. Blair said he delayed this formal conversion until after he left office
so as not to make it a political issue.
Compare this sharply with the situation
in American politics, in which a candidate who is not overtly religious is seen

KIMBERLY
TSAO

THE MOST YOU
EVER KNEW
Movie theaters cut out the racy scenes from
the “Sex and the City” movie. Radio stations
change James Blunt’s “Beautiful” song lyrics
from “I’m fucking high” to “I’m flying high.”
Theme parks blur pictures taken during rides
because someone gave the camera the finger.
Censorship has even infested courtrooms.
Nebraska Judge Jeffre Cheuvront prohibited prosecutors and witnesses from using the
words, “rape,” “sexual assault,” “assailant” and
“victim” during Tory Bowen’s alleged rape trial,
according to 2008 People magazine and Associated Press articles.
Censorship isn’t a power given to judges —
it’s an abuse of power in itself.
Bowen’s alleged rapist got off on a mistrial —
twice. Perhaps it was because juries at censored
trials aren’t notified of judges’ restrictions.
Or perhaps it was because Bowen had to
take long pauses so she didn’t violate the judge’s
order, thus appearing unsure of herself during
her 13-hour testimony. In the end, Bowen took
her fight to the Supreme Court, but the justices
refused to hear her case last week.
Unfortunately, Bowen’s trial isn’t an isolated
case. According to the People magazine article,
every state has similar legal principles. In California and Utah, prosecutors aren’t allowed to
say “victim” during criminal trials.
What else are they suppose to call them?
According to Merriam-Webster, a “victim”
is “one that is subjected to oppression, hardship
or mistreatment.” People who’ve been raped
undeniably fall under that definition.
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Censoring victims makes them victims again
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by many to be fundamentally immoral
or untrustworthy.
But that’s another issue for another day.
My central point is that for America
to start repairing its reputation across
the globe, Barack Obama must be elected president.
It is hard to imagine McCain doing as
much damage in his term as president as
Bush has, but equally I cannot see him
changing the image of America. His stated heavy-handed approach to the likes
of Iran and Pakistan only spells more
foreign military intervention and further anti-American sentiment throughout the world.
You may not think Obama has the
experience needed to lead the country,
or that he isn’t deserving of the huge
hype surrounding him, but he has the
policies and a presidential air to him
that will bring respect back to the office
of President of the United States and to
the country as a whole.
But if the Bible Belt gets its way again
and the Republicans stay in power, then
expect Canadian merchandise to be in
high demand along the coasts in the
next four years.

OPINION PAGE POLICY
OPIN
Letters to the editor may be placed in the
letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209,
sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, e-mailed to
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to
the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications,
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Insert “alleged” here. Did those countless
years at law school teach defense attorneys
nothing? They can say “alleged victim.” Duh.
Censorship is a slippery slope. If the prosecutors can’t say “assailant,” what about “aggressor,” “assaulter,” “goon” or “bushwhacker”?
The aforementioned words are all synonyms,
so shouldn’t judges ban those terms as well?
If you’re ever raped, forget the law — study
the thesaurus. It’ll be your best weapon if you
decide to go to court.
In Bowen’s case, Cheuvront permitted the
accused and the defense attorneys to call the
alleged rape “sex” and “intercourse.”
Perhaps “sex” and “intercourse” aren’t complete opposites of “rape” and “sexual assault,”
but they are definitely not synonymous with
each other. So why are defense lawyers allowed
to substitute the terminologies?
Say “alleged rape” if you want, but call it
what it is and in most cases, that isn’t “sex.”
Besides, if we strictly adhere to the law’s socalled rationale, then we could say that thieves
only take what they need and that murderers
send the dead to a better place. Murderers are
population controllers and thieves are Goodwill employees — minus the tax write-offs.
Even if you could disregard the fact that this,
like all censorship, is a First Amendment violation, it’s a clearly unfair legal practice.
In a 2007 Slate magazine article, Dahlia Lithwick wrote, “It’s precisely because language is
so powerful in a courtroom that we treat it so
reverently.” Reverently, yes. Justly, no.
The question of fairness should apply to both
the accused and the accuser in all criminal trials.
This could be on a Snapple bottle cap: Did
you know that most societies still don’t understand rapes?
If they did, they would deal with rapes the
same way they deal with robberies and homicides. The fact that most courts don’t even give
the words equal treatment speaks volumes about
modern societies’ outdated perception of rapes.
However, the argument for censored trials
is that words, such as “rape kit,” are “unfairly
prejudicial to a defendant,” according to the
same articles.
Following that reasoning, judges should
censor the defendants from saying “sex” and
“intercourse” because those words are unfairly
prejudicial to the victim.
“Sex” and “intercourse” imply consent, which
isn’t always the case and is often tricky to determine, especially if the victim was intoxicated.
That’s why we have jurors — all 12 of them.
They’re smart enough to be registered voters,
so they can certainly sift through evidence. If
the judge has trust issues, then a viable alternative to censorship would be jury instruction.
Censorship is blind. It has crossed the line
without even realizing it.
To the enforcers of censorship, draw a line.
It doesn’t need to be straight.
On behalf of Tory Bowen and other women
like her, I cry, “Rape.”
To the judges who rape the victims all over
again, take a good look at my middle finger.
“The Most You Ever Knew” appears every
Tuesday. Kimberly Tsao is a Spartan Daily
student culture editor.
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